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Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights

House of Commons
Ottawa, ON
KiA oAb

Attention: Diane Diotte, Clerk of the Committee
Dear Ms Diotte:

Re: Indigenous Bar Association Submissions relating to the Law Commission of Canada
Further to your discussions earlier today with our office, I attach submissions to the
Committee in relation to the above noted matter on behalf of the Indigenous Bar
Association.

In addition, I signal concern that while other organizations appear to have been
invited to make submissions before the Committee, the Indigenous Bar Association
has not. Therefore, we were surprised to learn only at the last moment that such
submissions were being heard by the Committee on this important issue -
particularly in light of the IBA’s public position on this matter. Regardless, we were
able to finalise our submissions and provide you with the same.

I also confirm that while we have been notified that there is no time available on the
Committee's agenda for additional witnesses we have one of our senior members, Mr.
David Nahwegahbow on stand-by in Ottawa in the event some time does become
available at Monday's hearing. I would kindly ask that you advise us as soon as
possible should any time be available and thank you in advance for your
consideration.

Please contact me directly should you have any further questions or concerns.
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President
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PO Box 218, #2708 — 438 Seymour Street
Yancouver, BC V8B &H4
Tel [604] 951-8807 / Fax: (604) 951-8804
www.indigenoushor.co
Direct Contact Information: Jeffery Hewit
Tel: (F05) 325-3611 x 1241 / Fox: (705) 325-4841
E-maih |hewln@indiq9nousbur,cu



INDIGENOUS BAR ASSOCIATION

PRESENTATION TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON JUSTICE AND
HUMAN RIGHTS - NOVEMBER 3%, 2006

RE: DEMISE OF LAW COMMISION OF CANADA
Jetfery Hewitt

President, Indigenous Bar Association

I Introduction
We would like to thank the members of the Standing Committee for providing an

opportunity for the Indigenous Bar Association (IBA) to make this presentation.

At the outset, it is important to state that our organization is greatly disappointed
with the decision of the federal government to terminate the Law Commission of
Canada. This is because the IBA is strongly supportive of the rule of law,
constitutional supremacy, parliamentary democracy and the principle of law reform.
We believe the Law Commission represented, reflected and promoted these

fundamental tenets and principles within the Canadian federation.
In this presentation, we propose to address the following items:

e First, we will provide some background information on the IBA and our
relationship with the Law Commission of Canada;

e Second, we will highlight some of the important projects regarding Indigenous
law that have been undertaken by the Law Commission;

e Third, we will emphasize the significance of law reform and identify some of
the flaws in the government's decision to terminate the Law Commission of

Canada; and

* Fourth, we will provide some concluding thoughts.
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I1 Background

The Indigenous Bar Association is a professional organization representing Indian,
Inuit and Métis lawyers, judges, legal consultants, and law students in Canada. Our
mandate includes objectives linked to advocacy, public education and bringing about a

fuller understanding of the Indigenous perspective of Indigenous legal matters.

The IBA Constitution outlines our objectives as follows:

® To recognize and respect the spiritual basis of our Indigenous laws, customs
and traditions;

¢ To promote the advancement of legal and social justice for Indigenous Peoples
in Canada;

¢ To foster public awareness within the legal community, the Indigenous
community and the general public in respect of legal and social issues of
concern to the Indigenous People in Canada; and

* In pursuance of the foregoing objectives, to provide a forum and network
amongst Indigenous lawyers: to provide for their continuing education in
respect of developments in Indigenous law; to exchange information and
experiences with respect to the application of Indigenous laws; and to discuss
Indigenous legal issues.

We are a professional organization, with some members working as Crown

Attorneys, negotiators and policy advisors within government; while others work as

lawyers in private practice, First Nations or for national aboriginal associations.

We will focus our comments to this Committee on the work of the Law Commission
of Canada related to Indigenous matters. This has been one of the high profile theme

areas of the Law Commission in recent years,

We do feel bound to raise matters that are of concern to our organization, taking into
account our objectives, our desire to see Aboriginal and Treaty rights honored and our
obligation to promote and protect Indigenous Legal Traditions. In this regard, there
are several matters of principle we wish to highlight regarding the work of the Law

Commission of Canada, and the manner in which it has been dismantled.
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