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Aboriginals fear they were
shut out of Supreme Court,
push as selection committee
winds up hearings this week

Juntice Minisier Irwin Coller has exclud-
e aboriginal candidates fram his shon list
for an ypeoming nnminarinn af the Suprome
Cowl of Canaca, members of the Indige-
nous RBar Association alleged laer weck,

“What il means i8 a sgnlheant loss of
OPPOTIUILTY.” el TBA presiwdent Jotfery
Hewiln. " To Le clétu, Weve ot sceking o
quuold. bul ul termny vl 1he vadancy Lhere
are a number of candiduates whd are quali-
f1ed to do thal.”

Afler Mr. Cotler (Mourn Royal, Que)
announced reforme to the nominativn
process lasr spring. uboriginal groups had
gnilen their hapes up.

“We had heard from the minisrer in the
15t thar the time wis good for on aborigingl
candidate o be considered,”sawd Me. Hewir.

The salecnon conunittes 1as sboul a
wurh Iofl (o review snd scréen candidules
on the shar lisl hafnre they malee their
recommendations to the gnvernment
which is expecied 1a annaunee the new
nominee in Decewher,

Cnnndn has never had an nhariginal
Canadian on the Supreme CowT,

"Snch nn apprimtmen] wanld lend ere
denes to the recognition of aborigingl law as
0 souree of Canadinn low, wauld acknaowl)-
cﬂafc Th uniportance of neluding an aboryg-
nal perspectlve b undersandlng, nterprerlyg
und applying aboriginal and (reaty righls,
and it would be central 1o salupuareding the
Tegilimitcy of judicin] institulions by cnsuring
ahariginal pamicipition in thenm,"said NMarion-
al Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Il
Fontaine 1 o letter witlen belore 2 recent
et of fhe Canadian Bar Associalion.

~Sethmg uside a seal [or an Aburiginal
Juslice is nol a break from Iradition. Tt s
consistent with the current prartice of
thi Conrl.

Sinee before Confederatlon, the Cana-
dinn legn! svarem haa recognized two
sounces of Canadian I.SI.W—E.J'IE(I.LEII CoL-
wmon Lnwr and French elvil law—and the
Supreme Courl of Canada rellecls these
TW0 BOOTCES OF Lvw by Fudcanteeing (at
thera are iNrea judger‘» o Qut!l)&l.‘.

Mr. Cotler's office weouldn'l confimm
whether there wizs an aborifinal vindiduie
o1l Lhe shom list, bul the mimster's judicial
iulfairs ndviser, Frangols Girpux, said that he
had censulied the 1BA ahout potential can-
d1dates. SIressmy THAT fmerit was also un
impartant laclor i the seledion process.

Mr Gironx said The minisier oven roe-
cgnized the importance of contriburions
Trom aboriginald at o federal-provincial
mieeling wnrulon lusl weshk.

“He repeated apain Lthar we have 1o
counler the over-represemintion of nhorigi
nals in the criminal jugiice sysiem as hoth
viclims and defenders, and the under rep
resentarion of oboriginals in the justice
system as court worlwers, Inpwwers gng
judges,” Mr. Giroux said,

Mr. Corler alsn regently ngmed the firsg
wvir nhariginnl, Justice Harry L aforme, (o
the Qnrarin Cowrt of Appeal. and Jusnce
Todd Dicharmc, the Clrst cver METIE, to
Ontatio Superior Court. Mr Glrouy added.

— b Mike De Souzd

Harper's ethics package

One ol the"najor Ewes™ o Coneerva-
thve Leader Stephen Harper's ethics pack-
ape is thal il largets unly [omer Cahinel
minialers and Leir slall=rs and oot the
apposilion crilicy und their sinffers from
lobbying he fovernmenl sfler they laave
publie orlice, suys a senior Liberol Inhby -
isl, who dedn’l wanl o be numied.

“Thege people do gel accass 1o some
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privileged nfoOnanon ar wes, why
should ey be allowed To use that knowl-
oy, suid a senior lobbyist whu i the
pasr worked ns 2 ministerial scaffer The
Inhbyisi painued oul Lthol in a minority
gvernment, papasiicn panies do play a
eritic] role in ithe Parliamenlary business.
“Cwnonld think, in the conlexe af s
nilnority Porliomem, where lgr sxample
Jaek Laytan is negnninting with Pouol Mar-
tiny, [ Jo Debeve That vome mntermation that
15 not available 1o the broader pulalie could
brer rorade svailable al Limes., B oan opposilion
eritae ot on some international tavel
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P witn a0 coumony b P Fonlons

First Natlons na Supreme Court: ATN Nananal Gluel Plol Fuilame said ‘such 80 appolntiment wollld
lend crzdence to the recognition of abgriginal law as a source al Canadian law
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What a hula hoop can teach you . .p";‘ﬂ—“w

Professor R h Balazubr; lamn, 2004 Ig Nobel Pilzs
reciplentin physlcs, studlas how gur brain controls unstoble
abjer 1y The hula haops, bicycles and pencils. Hls research
helps to understand the physlcs of every day activitucs
such as walking, swimming and reaching far abjects.
This knowladge plays a cruclal role in fields as diverse
a5 stroke reRshilitatlan and rabotics.,

Find qut mere at
www.research.uOttawa.ca
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MAKING DISCOVERIES. SINGE 1848.

Tot rore than 150 years, research conducred at the Unlversity of Ottawa has helped
us better understand who we are as o nation, a saclety and as human balngs. In turn,
this understanding allows us 1o reach our luil potential. Ous researchers are leagers

i in their chasen flelds and they are making discoverles for the benefit of Canadians.

uOttawa

LUnivarsing canadienne
Cimada™s unlversity




